
MRS. MARTINEZ  prepares her sixth graders 
for a lesson.

HER SIXTH GRADERS agree, she’s their 
favorite teacher.  

ALWAYS  ready to answer questions and offer 
encouragement.

“Finishing a great book is like 
saying goodbye to a dear friend,” 
said Mrs. Mary Martinez, a sixth 
grade reading teacher who has 
been selected William D. Slider's 
Teacher of the Year for 2010 and 
2011. Mrs. Martinez has been a 
teacher at Slider ever since the 
school first opened 20 years ago, in 
1991. She claims that she, “bleeds 
Stallion green,” and she supports 
the school one hundred percent.  

One of her favorite authors is 
Lois Lowry, so she usually begins 
the year with either of the novels, 
“The Giver” or “Number the Stars”, 
two of her student’s favorites. After 
her sixth graders finish reading 
part of a book, she always asks for 
a short summary to demonstrate 
their understanding of the novel. 
Mrs. Martinez hopes that her 
students feel that she is easy to 
approach and that they can ask 
questions whenever they need 
assistance. Her philosophy of life is 
that, all children can learn.

She has also 
b e e n t h e 
U n i v e r s i t y 
Scholastic League 
(UIL) Coordinator 
for the past five 
years. During that 
time Slider has 
won four District 
C h a mp i o n s h i p s . 
Teachers involved 
in UIL turn to her 
c o n s t a n t l y t o 
clarify rules and 
get coaching advice. “She is an 
expert at UIL who always takes 
time to help the coaches do their 
best with the kids,” said Career 
C o n n e c t i o n s t e a c h e r, M r s . 
Hernandez. 

M r s . M a r t i n e z h a s b e e n 
married for forty-one years and has 
t h r e e d a u g h t e r s a n d fi v e 
grandchildren. She enjoys spending 
time with her family as well as 
gardening, crafts, and watching 
Masterpiece Theater on PBS.  Some 

of Mrs. Martinez’s favorite music is 
classic rock, including Elvis, The 
Beatles, and Rod Stewart. She 
describes the best advice she can 
give to her students is, “To be 
proactive and don’t procrastinate.” 
Her combination of wisdom, 
experience, and sense of humor is 
why she was elected Slider’s 
2010-2011 Teacher of The Year. 

Mrs. Mary Martinez Teacher of The Year 

By Stephanie Miranda  
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Did you know that machines 
i n v e n t e d d u r i n g t h e I n d u s t r i a l 
Revolution are still being used in some 
form today? Eighth grade students in Mr. 
Hernandez’s Social Studies classes have 
been studying inventions from the 
1800s, and had to design a project where 
they recreate an invention from that 
period. Throughout the project, the 
students also came to understand why 
that particular period in history was 
named the Industrial Revolution and the 
importance it played in where we are 
today. They had to do research and learn 
everything about the invention they 
chose, including who invented it, when it 
was invented, and to identify the  
modern versions. 

Students chose from six different 
inventions, including the steamboat, 
i n ve n t e d b y R o b e r t F u l t o n , t h e 
telegraph, invented by Samuel F. B. 
Morse, the reaper, created by Cyrus 
McCormick, the cotton gin, created by Eli 
Whitney, the Lowell mill, produced by 
Francis Cabot Lowell, and the steel plow, 
which was invented by John Deere. 

“It was a very challenging project, but 
I learned a  lot and had fun doing it,”  said 
Ralphie Flores, who made an identical 
replica of a wooden cotton gin with moving 
parts. Eden Klein went all out on a 
beautifully authentic steamboat, complete 
with water and scenery. Part of the 
grading included an oral mini-quiz on all 
the inventions. Some of the questions Mr. 
Hernandez asked included: the inventor, 

the purpose, and reasoning behind the 
invention. 

Most students earned very good 
grades on this project, because they 
learned so much from their research. 
Students used all different kinds of 
materials to make their projects. Sophia 
Lucero dirtied cotton balls to make it look 
like real picked cotton. Others, including 
Josh Lopez and Alyia Gardea made 
inventions you could eat, such as 
Steamboats made out of brownies, cake, or 

rice crispy treats. These were the favorites 
in class, since once they were presented, 
everyone got to eat them. However, this 
project was more than just a snack. Mr. 
Hernandez explained, “I want my students 
to fully understand why the inventions 
were necessary and know all the facts 
behind them, such as who built them and 
why.” 

SPANISH CLASSES: ACT OUT PASTORELA

Students in Mrs. Saucedo’s AP and 

Native Spanish Classes reenacted a 
modern day version of the Pasotrela

Ralphie Flores and Eden Klein wowed 
Mr. Hernandez with their inventions from 
the Industrial Revolution

Rachel Cantu, Jessica Henderson and 
Marcy Duran show off their inventions

Social Studies learns 
about the Industrial 
Revolution

By Angela Fattorini, Alex Peoples and 
Ailyn Aguirre

SCENE AND HEARD

Mrs. Saucedo’s Advanced Placement 
and Native Spanish classes practiced and 
rehearsed for two weeks preparing for a 
traditional Spanish play, called “La 
Pastorela,” performed yearly during the 
holiday season. 

This story is based on the journey 
taken by shepherds who were traveling to 
meet baby Jesus. During their journey, they 
ran into demons who were trying to force 
them to stop with bribes, food and, in this 
version, television! 

Television modernized the play by 
drawing the shepherds into a fight over 
what to watch. The angels prevent the 
shepherds from accepting the bribes and 
help them recognize that they need to 

continue their journey. The play was 
directed by Mrs. Saucedo and co-directed by 
eighth grader Samantha Gutierrez. Ana 
Ulate oversaw set construction.

The play was split into two shows, one 
for each Spanish class. Each play started 
with Spanish students singing traditional 
Mexican Christmas songs. Among these 
were “Campanas de Belen” and “El burrito 
Sabanero.” 

Teachers and students who filled the 
cafeteria greatly enjoyed seeing the play 
acted out in Spanish. Both plays went 
extremely well. 

By Luisa Polanco



Health classes learn about disease
Have you ever had the flu, strep throat, or 

maybe even conjunctivitis (pink eye)? These 
are some of the most common communicable 
diseases that are spread throughout the school 
by both students and teachers. 

Seventh grade Stallions in Mr. Gatei’s 
Health class learned about the symptoms, 
causes, and treatments for many kinds of 

illnesses. The 
purpose of this project was for the students to 
do their own research and find out how certain 
diseases occur and why. Then, they presentetd 
the information to the class. "Your brain is a 
bank of information and ideas that can turn 
this project into something amazing," said Mr.                           
Gatei as he explained how to best accomplish 
the project. 

Mr. Gatei hoped this would help the 
students become more comfortable talking 
about their bodies. “Much of the time it’s 
difficult for a person to tell their doctor how 
they feel and describe their symptoms because 
they think it might be embarrassing. If you 
don’t, though, the doctor has trouble 
diagnosing what’s wrong and doesn’t know 
how to treat you.” said, seventh grader, Audree 
Zurick. 

St u d e n t s l e a r n e d a b o u t h ow t h e 
pathogens feed and multiply, and how some 
diseases can look different from others. Many 
of these students worked in groups and 
presented this information on poster boards, 
power points, or brochures. 

Victoria Lawrence, Danika Ortiz, Natilie 
Benitez, and Alyssa Lopez made a poster 
about breast cancer awareness and accented 
the presentation with a border of pink bows. 
Brigette Martinez, Stephanie Miranda, Narda 
Galaz, Amber Cho, and Audree Zurick had a 
PowerPoint presentation about the H1N1 
virus including a variety of illustrations. 

Students in Health class are excited to 
learn more about their bodies and how they 
are affected by everything we eat or do in our 
daily lives. 

Last year was another 
great year for William Slider 
M i d d l e S c h o o l . A s a 
community, we have never 
been s t ronge r and ou r 
s t u d e n t s ’ a c h i e ve m e n t s 
continue to reach new heights 
and for that each Slider Stallion 
should be very proud.

We begin the new year 
with a great deal of excitement 
for what the next months will 
bring for our students!

As I move about the 
school each day, I am always 
r e m i n d e d a b o u t t h e 
importance of reading. The 
importance of reading in our 
lives is oftentimes overlooked. 
Do you realize that reading is 
the basis of virtually everything 
you do each day? Many of our 
students participate in social 
media sites like MySpace and 
Facebook that each require 
expansive amounts of reading. 
T h i n k a b o u t i t . W h e n 
comments are posted on 
those pages, reading them 
becomes a priority. Responding 
to those comments also 
requires the ability to write 
effectively in short paragraphs.

So I want to challenge 
each of our students to 
expand their abil it ies by 
reading more. Look at the 
books available in our library 
and pick out a title or subject 
that interests you. If you can’t 
find something, don’t give up! 
Take a look at the many other 
sources for good books and 
read. By doing so, you’ll be 
helping yourself to expand 
your capabilities.

By Melanie Elliott, Vivian Torguson & Edgar Castillo 
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Technology: Wave of the Future 
What is quick, convenient, always up to date, sometimes unpredictable, and all 

around you?  Technology, of course!  
Students use it in their cell phones, computers, iPads or iPods, calculators and 

televisions. It has become part of our daily lives. At Slider, the Journalism class has 
replaced their reporters’ notebooks with iPads. They use them for research, note taking, 
writing, and emailing stories. 

Communication Application students are videotaping on a flip camera and editing 
on iMovie. They are also reading the novel, “The Lord of the Flies” through iBooks. 
Many teachers use the InFocus projector and 
Interactive White Board to teach a variety of 
subjects, from math to science. While some teachers 
still use textbooks, they may become a thing of the 
past since textbooks are only updated every five 
years, while the Internet is updated every five 
seconds. Textbooks can’t possibly provide as much 
information as the computer does. “Sooner or later 
iPads, laptops, Kindles, and computers will replace 
textbooks and regular books forever,” said seventh 
grader Melanie Elliott. 

Computers have become so common today, “We 
spend lots of time on the computer on sites like MySpace or Facebook,” said Edgar 
Castillo. Recognizing the trend has led teachers to provide more assignments via the 
computer. “Students and teachers have to adapt to a technological world,” said 
Assistant Principal Mr. Ballard. Some teachers, however, warn that technology should 
serve a purpose. “Technology is neat, but sometimes it gets out of hand. Progress is only 
good when it helps you rather than slows you down,” says sixth grade teacher Mr. 
Voorhees.

By Stephanie Miranda and Vivian Torguson



The eighth grade boys placed second 
and the seventh grade boys placed third at 
the first track meet of the season hosted 
by Slider on Saturday, January 23. 

Slider’s eighth grade boys took first in 
the 4X100 and 4X200 relays. The 4x100 
meter relay featured sprinters Dallas 

Roman, Jesse Ortega, Adrian Carmona, 
and Brett Winnegan.  The team won with 

ease, seeming to pick up where they left 
off last year. In the 4x200 relay, Fernando 
Flores joined Roman, Carmona, and 
Winnegan, and this time team Hernando 
wouldn’t give up easily. When the baton 
was passed to anchor Brett Winnegan, he 
took care of the competition with ease. 
When asked after the race how he felt 
about his performance, Fernando Flores 
commented “My plan was to start steady 
and finish strong.” 

Winnegan also took first place honors 
in the high jump. Eighth grader Hazel 
Sanchez placed first in the mile run, 
scoring points for the girls team. 

Sl ider ’s seventh g rader, Toby 
Provencio, won first in the 300 meter 
hurdles.  Isaiah Cuevas, came in first in 
the mile run, and Toby Provencio placed 
third in this event. On the 110 hurdles, 
Chance Maxwell led the Stallions to 
victory. Alex Cepeda got first place in long 

jump, and Orion Cararsco had the highest 
and the longest throw which put him in 
first place in shot put. Tristan Licon got 
second place in long jump and triple jump. 
The seventh grade girls also had a strong 

first meet. Slider placed first in the 200 
Medley Relay and discus throw. The 
Stallions are off to a running start. 

Stallion track season begins with relay meet

By Jose Terrazas and Aaron Ramirez

MOTHER/DAUGHTER 
CONFERENCE
January 29, Americas High School 
will host the District’s Mother/
Daughter Conference. The 
conference will run from 8:00 am 
to 3:30 p.m.. There is no cost for 
attending Slider Stallions pledge to be          

Bully Free                        
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For the tenth year in a row, Slider’s faculty and staff have put the eighth 
grade basketball teams in their places. The annual game was played in five eight 
minute “quarters” with the Boys A team starting the game. The teacher’s first 
quarter team included Mr. Dominguez, Mr. Perez, Mr. Trujillo, Mr. Alvarado, Mr. 
Hernandez, and Mr. Ballard. 

What the teachers lacked in speed, they made up for in height, with Mr. 
Alvarado out-jumping the boys time after time. At the end of the first “quarter“ 
the students were outscored 9-2. In the second “quarter”, the girls came back 
against the female teachers and took the lead 11-9. 

The boys came out fired up, but still couldn’t hold the teachers as they were 
outscored again, 20-15. The girls played as hard as they could and took back 
the lead by the end of the third “quarter,” 24-20. By the fourth quarter the 
teachers were beginning to get tired, but that didn’t stop them from scoring. 

Adding insult to injury, Mr. Perez nailed a half court shot over the head of son Brandon, to seal a good lead, 32-24. 
The girls stayed strong and brought back the lead by two points. The boys just could not hold on to the lead, and in the 
end, the teachers were victorious 40-36. “There was never a doubt in our minds that we’d win.”  Mr. Perez reported. 
The game, which has become an important tradition for the faculty and students, has always been a highlight of the 
year, and goes with the annual volleyball match between eighth graders and faculty members. That game is played 
earlier in the year.

Slider faculty edges students in annual game

By Brandon Perez


